
Artichoke
Fertilizing the artichoke
Italy is the leading EU producer of artichoke; most of the production is destined for fresh consumption, of IV and V range, 
and for the canning and frozen food industry.
The artichoke is a robust, erect, rhizome and perennial herbaceous plant that occupies the soil for years. 
The artichoke plant adapts to all types of soil though it prefers deep ones with good natural or residual fertility and well 
ventilated. It has a strong root system, but sensitive to rot. Therefore, the soil must be rich in organic matter and not 
excessively clayey, calcareous or sandy.

The preparation of the soil
The addition of humified organic matter in the soil helps to improve the 
availability of nutrients for the plant and to maintain a high level of 
microbiological activity that favors their absorption. UNIMER proposes the 
use of MICROLIFE, manure improver added with a specific inoculum of 
fungi and bacteria of the rhizosphere which adds to the amending action 
of the highly humified manure, the stimulating action of the selected 
microbial consortium, which favors the growth of root system and absorption 
of nutrients present in the soil. 

Pre-implant fertilization
The nutritional elements to be provided to the plant with pre-plant 
fertilization must be distributed evenly throughout the layer of soil explored 
by the root system. UNIMER recommends the use of CHALLANGE S, an 
organo-mineral fertilizer with a low chlorine content, NPK (Mg-S) 5-12-12 
(2-10) with zinc, indicated to satisfy the nutritional needs of crops with a high 
requirement of phosphorus and potassium from sulphate, together with 
the presence of meso and the essential microelements to ensure the correct 
nutrition of the plant in the initial stages of development, acting as catalysts 
in the main enzymatic reactions. When the availability of iron is limited in the 
soil, the organic fertilizer MICROSOL FERROMAX can be used in addition to 
CHALLENGE S. MICROSOL FERROMAX has a high content of iron, 
microelement of which the artichoke plant is particularly demanding, and 
sulfur, which increases protein synthesis and has a positive effect on the pH 
of the rhizosphere thus improving the absorption of the other nutrients as 
well. 



Organic farming

For crops cultivated with organic farming techniques, UNIMER offers a wide 
range of products among which ARMONY S organo-mineral fertilizer NPK 
(Mg-S) 4-8-10 (2-8) for planting and maintenance fertilization at the end of 
winter and ENDURANCE N8, organic nitrogen fertilizer with iron and zinc 
for spring or late harvest application.

Artichoke
Nitrogen fertilization
In the tamping phase, where further integration of phosphorus may be 
necessary MAXIFERTIL NP (S) 20-10 (10) can be used. The product is 
characterized by the presence of differentiated release nitrogen forms with 
the addition of a good dose of phosphorus to prepare for flowering. From 
vegetative restart and for the whole harvesting period an adequate amount 
of nitrogen must be provided to allow the plant to produce flower heads of 
satisfactory quality. 
For this purpose, the nitrogenous organo-mineral fertilizer SUPER AZOTEK N 
32 (S7) containing also a conspicuous amount of sulfur, important for the 
protein synthesis of the plant, can be used.  SUPER AZOTEK is characterized 
by the presence of nitrogen forms with differentiated and lasting release, 
allowing the maximum exploitation of the nutritional element, which is also 
facilitated by the presence of organic matter in its formulation. The increased 
ability of the fertilizer to persist in the soil reduces fertilization interventions.

Fertilization for multi-year harvesting plants

At the end of the harvest, it is advisable to reintegrate the main nutritional 
elements through the distribution of LE MANS S, organo-mineral fertilizer 
NPK (Mg-S) 8-5-12 (2-20) with boron (B) and iron (Fe) which in addition to 
sulfur also contains magnesium, a fundamental element for chlorophyll 
photosynthesis, to prepare the plant for resting and for the next vegetative 
revival. 
It is also necessary, during the cleaning phase of the plants, to reintegrate the 
organic substance by adding UNIMER soil improvers: MICROLIFE, 
SUPERSTALLATICO or GREEN POWER to keep good soil fertility levels of the 
artichoke field. 


